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Casablanca, where Boiin remained to await the return, for
he was to accompany General Franco on his flight to
Tetuan. And finally, they reached Las Palmas. There, the
pilot, the mechanic, and the English travellers, unaware of
what was taking place, were surprised and nervous. Captain
Beed has described those days of mystery and uncertainty
as he witnessed them.
"When I was in my hotel room the day after my
arrival/' he relates, "I had lain down on my bed to take a
siesta, when I heard soft knocks at my door.
" 'Come in/ I cried.
"The visitor, a stranger to me, excused himself for the
intrusion, and began an endless barrage of questions. He
wanted to know the purpose of my trip to Las Palmas
without carrying the customary papers, who I was and with
whom I had made the trip. I merely answered that I was an
aeroplane pilot in the service of some tourists, and that I was
piloting a rented craft. And when the conversation was con-
cluded, the unknown visitor told me in a low voice^ 6The
general wishes to see you.*
" 'What general?' I answered.
"'Quiet I'he said.
"And without further explanations, he asked this last
question, 'Do you know where the church is?'
" * The church? I know where the cathedral is located.*"
" 'Very well, that is sufficient,* he continued. 'At four
o'clock sharp you must be near the main entrance. A carriage
will stop for you and the coachman will make a signal.
Climb into the vehicle immediately and it will take you into
the mountains/ "
(These and other confidential questions put to the pilot
were made because those at Las Palmas who were involved,
not having received an exact description of the characteristics
of the aeroplane, did not know with certainty whether or not